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Algeria

Since independence, Islamist parties and armed groups have made up the major 
opposition to successive Algerian regimes. The decade-long period of Islamist-re-
lated civil strife in Algeria (1988-1999), which pitted security forces against 
armed Islamist militants, claimed over 150,000 lives, most of them civilian. 
Such a level of brutality had not been witnessed there since Algeria’s War of Inde-
pendence from France (1954-62); however, the more recent decline of strife in 
Algeria should not be seen as synonymous with a diminution in the appeal and 
activities of Islamism in the country. The policy of national reconciliation initi-
ated by the Algerian government in 1999 and again in 2005 has contributed to 
the decline of armed Islamism, but—perhaps unwittingly—serves to legitimate 
and empower political Islamism. Recent years have seen the rise of Islamism in the 
Algerian political sphere, with the growth of Islamist political parties and their 
entrenchment through the acquisition of parliamentary seats in national elec-
tions. While these parties have of late diminished in stature, as seen in electoral 
results, the Islamist spirit nonetheless remains widespread in Algeria.

Quick facts
Population: 38,087,812

area: 2,381,741 sq km

Ethnic Groups: arab-Berber 99%, 
European less than 1%

Religions: sunni Muslim (state religion) 
99%, christian and Jewish 1%

Government type: Republic

GDP (official exchange rate): $206.5 
billion

Map and Quick facts courtesy of  the cia World factbook (Last updated april 
2013)
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ISLAMIST ACTIVITY
GSPC/AQIM
Prior to its 2006 merger with the bin Laden network, the Salafist Group for 
Preaching and Combat, or GSPC, was—in the words of one member—“a 
military organization, following the Salafist creed and ideology, fighting in 
jihad against the Algerian regime, which has abandoned Islam and its mas-
ters among the Jews and Christians [in order] to restore the rightly guided 
Caliphate and to implement Shari’ah and remove the oppression and humil-
iation from the shoulders of our oppressed brothers.”1  Now retooled as 
al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM), the organization simultaneously 
follows this basic ideology and expands upon it. While maintaining a strong 
domestic and regional vision, it simultaneously seeks “to spread the fragrance 
of jihad in every country and region and ignite flames under the feet of the 
Jews, Christians, and apostates.”2  

GSPC/AQIM is concentrated mainly in the country’s ethnically Kaby-
lie region, where the leadership is based, and in the Algerian south, along 
the Sahara-Sahel, where it has conducted various operations under vari-
ous lieutenants/emirs. The state’s relatively successful assaults on AQIM in 
the Kabylie region have compelled the group to move its activities to other 
areas, mainly in the Deep South. The group’s membership includes a great 
number of so called “Arab Afghans” (those who fought in Afghanistan in 
the late 1980s and then returned home) and a multitude of smaller jihadist 
groups that the larger AQIM has absorbed over the past half-decade. Author-
ities estimate that AQIM now consists of fewer than 1,000 members, some 
of them Arab Afghans or other veterans of the war against the Soviets in 
Afghanistan.3  As claimed by AQIM’s leader, Abdelmalek Droukdel [a.k.a. 
Abou Moussab Abdel Wadoud], “the large proportion of our mujahideen 
comes from Algeria. And there is a considerable number of Mauritanians, 
Libyans, Moroccans, Tunisians, Mali’s [sic] and Nigerians [sic] brothers.”4  

Knowledge of AQIM’s organizational structure is incomplete; however, it 
is known that the group is divided into geographic zones, each constitut-
ing combatant units (kata’ib). The entire organization is presided over by a 
national leadership, which consists of the emir, religious scholars, a consul-
tative committee, a political committee, a financial committee, and a media 
committee. The majority of the troops, about 700, are concentrated in the 
Kabylie region (the eastern part of Algeria), while some 200-300 are con-
centrated in the Sahara-Sahel area.5  With recent events in the Sahara-Sahel, 
AQIM’s troops may have increased considerably.

Although there is no evidence that the GSPC received any financing from 
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Osama bin Laden’s organization, its conversion into AQIM in 2007 resulted 
in al-Qaeda extending at least rhetorical support to the newly-born regional 
franchise.6  Though AQIM since has been weakened as a result of persistent 
counterterrorism operations carried out by Algerian security forces,7  has vir-
tually no support among the broader Algerian population and has suffered 
many defections, bin Laden’s backing had been one of its sources of strength. 
The organization has refused to give up its jihad despite Algeria’s Civil Con-
cord (September 1999) and the Charter of Peace and National Reconcilia-
tion (September 2005), which basically grant amnesty to those militants who 
agree to lay down their arms. The group also imitates al-Qaeda’s propaganda 
methods, videotaping attacks on ambushed soldiers. 

AQIM claims that its methods differ from those of the Armed Islamic Group 
(GIA), from which it split in 1998. It alleges that it does not target civilians, 
but instead wages war against the taghut (the tyrannical “non-Islamic” state). 
The group has followed al-Qaeda’s lead in suicide bombings, as evidenced by 
the spate of bombings carried out by the group in 2007. The most significant 
took place in Algiers in April, September, and December 2007 against gov-
ernment structures, including the seat of the government, the Constitutional 
Council, and security forces barracks, killing dozens of people. Subsequently, 
in March, June, August and October 2009, AQIM conducted suicide oper-
ations that also resulted in heavy casualties.8  It has advertised for young 
recruits to conduct suicide bombings via the Internet.9  

Evidence suggests these istishhadyin (martyrdom seekers) join AQIM not 
because of political grievances, but due to socioeconomic marginalization 
and for theological reasons. This new breed of jihadi is largely unknown to 
the country’s security services, and is distinguished by its young age (gener-
ally 15-25).10  Indeed, the core members of AQIM have now targeted vulner-
able, unemployed, and/or delinquent young people, transforming them into 
nihilists to whom they promise entrance to heaven through martyrdom. 

Nevertheless, in 2009, suicide attacks in Algeria declined;11  four attacks, tar-
geting the barracks of municipal guards and military barracks, were carried 
out, as opposed to five major ones in 200812  and six devastating attacks in 
2007.13  AQIM has also emulated al-Qaeda’s attack methods by using lethal 
Vehicle Borne Improvised Explosive Devices (VBIED), which has led to 
numerous casualties among security forces since 2007. Although the secu-
rity forces have accomplished a remarkable job in combating terrorism and 
thwarting many attempted attacks in the city, terrorists still manage occa-
sionally to conduct some deadly attacks. Authorities revealed that the terror-
ists launched 201 attacks in 2011; all of them concentrated in 11 out of the 
country’s 48 regions. They likewise reported that 175 attacks had occurred 
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in the center of the country,14  the most important of which, in Azazga 
(Kabylie) in April of that year, left 17 soldiers dead.15  There were also daring 
kamikaze attacks against military outposts in the south, notably, in Taman-
rasset (March), which wounded close to fifty personnel and civilians, and 
Ouargla (June). These last two attacks were committed by a new terrorist 
group, linked to drug-traffickers, the Movement for Oneness and Jihad in 
West Africa (MUJAO), which emerged in October 2011. The MUJAO’s first 
action was the abduction of three foreign aid workers in the Sahrawi refugee 
camp (Hassi Rabouni) near Tindouf, in southwestern Algeria. The hostages 
were freed in July 2012 after both Madrid and Rome paid for their release; an 
Islamist imprisoned in Mauritania was also freed in exchange for the libera-
tion of the hostages.16 

AQIM has also internationalized its activities. It has secured additional 
resources through kidnappings and illicit trafficking (drugs, small arms, cig-
arettes, and so forth). AQIM has also succeeded in attracting militants from 
neighboring countries. Although the breakdown in nationalities within the 
group is not known, security forces claim that many members come from 
Burkina Faso, Niger, Chad, Mauritania, Libya, and Nigeria. The internation-
alization of AQIM and its association with al-Qaeda has allowed it to avoid 
the fate of the GIA, which was decimated following the killing of its leader 
Antar Zouabri by the security forces in February 2002. 

Notably, this international shift in focus has created dissension within the 
Algerian Islamist movement. AQIM has lost support domestically for serving 
an alien organization and for importing methods abhorrent to Algerian soci-
ety, such as suicide bombings.17  

The income of AQIM comes mostly from smuggling, credit-card fraud, and 
car theft.18  Kidnapping foreigners has also been used to finance AQIM’s 
activities since many countries, such as Switzerland, Austria, Germany, and 
Canada, France, Spain, and Italy have paid ransoms in exchange for the 
release of their citizens. Conceivably, kidnapping foreigners furthers AQIM’s 
political objectives by dissuading foreign investment and thus weakening the 
allegedly apostate regimes that the group is hoping to remove from power 
in the Sahara-Sahel region. The combination of banditry, kidnappings, and 
armed actions has helped the group amass considerable resources for the pur-
suit of its activities. In the summer of 2010, for instance, AQIM obtained 
a 3.8 million Euro ransom for the release of two Spanish hostages.19  In 
2012, the MUJAO had asked for 30 million Euros for the release of the 
three humanitarian workers kidnapped in the Sahrawi refugee camp. And 
although the Canadian, Austrian, and French governments, each of whose 
citizens also had been kidnapped, deny having paid any ransoms to AQIM, 
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reliable sources as well as media reports indicate that substantial amounts 
of money (estimated in tens of millions of Euros) have indeed been paid to 
secure their release.20  In February 2013, former U.S. Ambassador to Mali 
Vicki Huddleston revealed that France had paid $17 million in 2010 for the 
release of its hostages held in Mali.21  Kidnappings of Westerners, drug smug-
gling, arms trafficking and clandestine immigration networks now serve as 
the main sources of financing of these groups. Credible sources revealed that 
AQIM has raised $360 million through the ransoms paid by Western gov-
ernments.22  

Algeria has had a consistent policy of not negotiating with terrorists and 
has been pushing for international legislation to criminalize the payment of 
ransoms. The January 13, 2013 offensive against the 32 terrorists of AQIM 
dissident Mokhtar Belmokhtar’s group, El-Mouaki’ne bi dima (Those who 
sign with blood), who had occupied a gas plant and held hostage more than 
800 national and foreign workers demonstrated the lengths to which Alge-
ria would go in pursuit of this policy. (Notably, although the direct action 
resulted in the loss of 38 hostages—and the elimination of 30 out of the 32 
terrorists—allowing the group to blow up the plant would almost certainly 
have had more dire consequences.23) 

AQIM’s kidnappings are not limited to foreigners. The group also resorts to 
kidnapping Algerian nationals, a fact rarely, if ever, reported in the Western 
media. In 2009 alone, more than 20 Algerians were kidnapped, mainly in 
the Kabylie region, where AQIM has a strong presence.24  More audacious 
was the kidnapping in April 2012 of seven Algerian diplomats, including the 
Consul in Gao in northern Mali. The MUJAO eventually freed three, and 
announced that it had executed one. The fate of the three remaining diplo-
mats is unknown. AQIM is also known to use phony roadblocks to extort 
money and belongings from citizens after reading them religious sermons. 

The MUJAO and AQIM also are known to receive considerable amounts of 
money from drug trafficking.25  The United Nations has warned that “terror-
ists and anti-government forces in the Sahel extract resources from the drug 
trade to fund their operations, purchase equipment, and pay foot-soldiers.”26  
AQIM, and now the MUJAO, has sought various sources of funding in order 
to purchase weapons and to invest in some lucrative sectors, established links 
with drug traffickers as a way of increasing its revenues. Thus, AQIM pro-
vides safe passage for the merchandise (cigarettes, cocaine, light weapons…) 
through the desert in exchange for protection. AQIM has also provided stor-
ing facilities of the drugs, also in exchange of payment. In sum, the Sahel has 
become the principal hub for drugs.27  
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Drug trafficking in the Sahel has alarmed not only European countries, 
which are geographically close to the region (drugs get to Europe through 
Morocco), but also the United States.28  This does not mean that AQIM has 
become simply a criminal group, however. To the contrary, it seems that 
the money it extorts is also used to serve its ideological goals. Furthermore, 
the terrorists have greatly benefited from the disintegration of the Libyan 
regime following the Arab revolts which swept the region. The seizure of 
sophisticated weapons from the Libyan arsenal by terrorist and rogue groups 
has strengthened the capabilities of the various groups in the Sahara-Sahel 
region.29 

In response to AQIM activities, the Algerian state has initiated a relatively 
effective crackdown against AQIM in recent years.30  The population has also 
helped in this regard, thwarting kidnappings and demonstrating a growing 
mobilization against AQIM’s operations in certain parts of the country. State 
security operations have continued to this day, with notable results. In 2012, 
state security forces neutralized more than 400 militants, killing nearly 200 
of them, including a few emirs, and arresting the rest. Others surrendered 
the same year.31 These successes are attributable to greater intelligence now 
possessed by the state (amassed from Islamists who surrendered or repented, 
advanced databases, and so forth) which led to a relative decline of attacks by 
AQIM in 2012.

Political Parties: FIS, MSP, Nahda, MRN, and the Newly-Created Small Isla-
mist Formations
The emergence of Islamist political parties in Algeria is a comparatively 
recent phenomenon.32  These parties gained legal status only after the polit-
ical liberalization initiated by the regime following bloody riots in October 
1988. Most of the Islamist parties born in the period between 1989 and 
1991 emerged out of a heterogeneous Islamist movement that took root in 
the 1960s. The most powerful and radical of them was the FIS, which was 
banned in March 1992 following its overwhelming victory in the first round 
of the legislative elections the previous December. Notwithstanding its pop-
ularity (it won overwhelming victories in the 1990 municipal elections and 
in the 1991 legislative elections), its impressive organization, and its capac-
ity to mobilize large segments of society, the authorities banned the group 
because of its radical ideology and the threat it purportedly posed to the state 
and society. Although the FIS is defunct today, its influence has not van-
ished. Some of its members joined the still-legal Islamist parties and/or voted 
for them during elections, while others joined the multitude of armed groups 
that have fought the state since the 1990s.

Today, numerous legal Islamist parties remain active on the political scene: 
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the Movement for Society and Peace (MSP), the Movement for Islamic 
Renaissance (Nahda), and its offshoot, the Movement for National Reform 
(MRN), and the recent ones legalized before the May 2012 legislative elec-
tions, namely, the Party for Liberty and Justice (PLJ), the Front for Justice 
and Development (FJD - El Adala), the Front for New Algeria (FAN), and 
the Front for Change (FC).33  All endorse the eventual application of sharia 
law. But unlike the FIS, which wished to immediately implement it, these 
parties (the MSP in particular) seek a gradual implementation of Islamic 
principles. 

The MSP, the largest Islamist party in Algeria, was created in 1990 as the 
Movement for Islamic Society/HAMAS, but changed its name to conform 
to the 1996 constitution, which forbids the use of religion for political ends. 
The group belonged to the “presidential alliance,” a conservative mixture 
of nationalist, Islamist, and technocratic parties. In early January 2012, the 
MSP withdrew from the presidential alliance, without however pulling its 
four ministers out of the government. In March 2012, the MSP, with El Islah 
and Ennahda, formed the Green Alliance. The three parties ran on the same 
ticket in the country’s subsequent legislative election. However, the Green 
Alliance did quite poorly in the new legislature, garnering only 48 seats out 
of an expanded field of 462. 

Nahda, meanwhile, split in 1999 when its charismatic founding leader, 
Abdallah Djaballah, created yet another party, the Movement for National 
Reform (MRN or Islah). The MRN did very well in the 2002 local elections, 
coming in ahead of both the MSP and Nahda, after which it demanded a 
ban on the import of alcoholic beverages in 2004. However, Djaballah did 
quite poorly in the 2004 presidential election, receiving only 5 percent of 
the votes.34  The party has undergone further crises and it is not clear what 
influence either Nahda or MSN now have—for, like most Algerian political 
parties, the fate of the parties are often linked to the individual that founded 
them. In the 2007 legislative election, the two parties garnered only five and 
three parliamentary seats, respectively. 

The three older parties had worked in proximity to the Algerian government, 
and abided by its constraints on political participation. In 2009, all three 
endorsed the candidacy of sitting President Abdelaziz Bouteflika, whose 
program they supported, for a third term in office.35  That coexistence was 
a product of the comparative decline in popularity experienced by Islamist 
political parties in recent years, as well as their internal turmoil. For example, 
the MSP split into two factions in 2009 due to the loss of popularity of its 
president, Aboudjera Soltani, who served as a minister under various gov-
ernments. Many members of the party did not agree with Soltani’s uncondi-
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tional support for President Abdelaziz Bouteflika, and in June 2009 orches-
trated a revolt inside the MSP. 

However, the electoral decline of Algeria’s Islamist political parties should 
not be interpreted as a decline of Islamism in the country writ large. To the 
contrary, social conservatism has grown, making it possible to countenance a 
revival of support for these factions.

ISLAMISM AND SOCIETY
Islam in Algeria is not simply the main religion of the population; it con-
stitutes the primary foundation of identity and culture. Islamic beliefs and 
practices regulate social behavior and, to a large extent, govern social rela-
tions. Neither Islam nor the Islamist phenomenon can be disconnected from 
Algerian history. While the socioeconomic failure of the 1980s goes a long 
way toward explaining the emergence of Islamism in Algerian society, its 
doctrinal aspects derive at least in part from the crisis of identity generated by 
132 years of colonial rule. France’s often-brutal colonialism served to under-
mine the principal local religious institutions; mosques and religious schools 
were closed and sometimes turned into churches or even bars, religious lands 
were expropriated, and Islamic culture was openly held up to be inferior to 
Christian/Western civilization. Because France resorted to coercion to estab-
lish its cultural hegemony, and because French colonialists treated the native 
population and values with contempt, Algerians as a whole clung to Islam. 
The country’s nationalist movement used Arab-Islamic values as symbols 
for popular mobilization against colonialism, and contemporary Islamists 
often claim that they are the legitimate offspring of that effort, insisting that 
Sheikh Abdelhamid bin Badis, head of the Association of Ulama, inspired 
the war for independence through his famous motto, “Islam is our religion; 
Arabic is our language; Algeria is our motherland.”

In the 1980s, the FIS enjoyed considerable support among all segments of 
society in Algeria because the party stood for Islamic ideals, such as social 
justice and the elimination of corruption, that were widely viewed as benev-
olent. Of added appeal was the group’s promise to improve socioeconomic 
conditions, which tapped into the population’s feelings of betrayal by the 
government’s liberal policies of the 1980s and 1990s, which resulted in high 
unemployment and the loss of social benefits Algerians had enjoyed under 
the socialist welfare state. This popularity translated into overwhelming elec-
toral victories on the part of the FIS in 1990 and 1991. However, the vio-
lence subsequently carried out by extremists in the 1990s gradually eroded 
the popularity of Islamist groups. 
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Today, Islamism is still prevalent in Algeria; however, the majority of Alge-
rians do not support armed groups, as a large contingent did in the early 
and mid-1990s. The brutal massacres the armed groups committed in 1996-
1999 alienated large segments of the population, while authorities have pro-
gressively dismantled the small number of die-hard support groups. Cur-
rently, only a few marginalized youths are attracted by groups like AQIM. 
Rather, Islamism today has become a form of social conservativism with no 
institutional or partisan attachment.36  As seen above, Islamist parties did 
rather poorly in the 2007 legislative elections and even worse in the legisla-
tive election in May 2012. The municipal elections held on November 29, 
2012, confirmed the regression of Islamist parties in Algeria.37  This decline 
was already perceptible in the April 2009 presidential election, during which 
the Islamist candidates were marginalized, with the Nahda candidate Djahid 
Younsi garnering a mere 1.3 percent of the votes and others even less. Based 
on this analysis, and the recent results at the polls, it is possible to conclude 
that Islamism, at least in its political form, is appealing to no more than two 
percent of the electorate.38  Even if the relatively popular leader of the Move-
ment for National Reform had not boycotted the election and participated, 
as he did in 2004 (when he obtained 5 percent of the votes), the Islamist vote 
would still be less than 10 percent. 

Therefore, while it is hard to gauge the present popularity of Islamism as a 
social and political movement, what is certain is that the institutional parties 
as well as the armed groups have lost the appeal that they had throughout the 
1990s and even in the early 2000s. One can advance four reasons for such 
decline: 1) the legacy of the civil strife which left more 150,000 dead, mostly 
innocent civilians; 2) the loss of legitimacy on the part of armed groups like 
AQIM and MUJAO, which resorted to barbaric methods to impose their 
will upon the population; 3) the relative success of the 2005 National Rec-
onciliation, which led to the surrender of thousands of armed militants and 
the extension of amnesty to numerous Islamists; and, 4) general disappoint-
ment with Islamist political parties, which are perceived as opportunistic and 
self-serving.

ISLAMISM AND THE STATE
In 1989, Algerian authorities, in violation of a constitution that forbade 
the existence of parties based on religion, legalized the newly-born radi-
cal Islamist party, the FIS. A front made up of a variety of forces, includ-
ing Arab alumni of the Afghan jihad, the FIS eventually became one of the 
most potent armed groups against the state. In June 1990, the government 
organized nationwide municipal elections, the first pluralist elections in 
the country. In December 1991, the authorities went through with the first 
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round of parliamentary elections despite the increasing intimidation wielded 
by Islamists against their opponents. The ultimate cancellation by the civil-
ian-military authorities of the election results on grounds that the victory 
of the FIS would have put an end to the democratic process altogether, and 
the banning of the FIS shortly thereafter—along with the imprisonment of 
its leaders—resulted in a crisis of the state. The cancellation provided hard-
liners within the FIS with the ammunition to overrule more moderate ele-
ments favorable to peaceful electoral practices. By 1993, the rift within the 
FIS and the absence of clear leadership made possible the emergence of an 
armed insurrection carried out by various factions that until then had existed 
under the FIS umbrella. Some retained affiliation with the FIS under the 
banner of the Islamic Salvation Army (AIS). Other smaller and more obscure 
groups were led by self-proclaimed emirs who set up cells to conduct jihad. 
The civil strife that ensued not only pitted the security forces against armed 
groups but also spilled over to ravage the civilian population. The horrible 
collective massacres of 1997 and 1998 highlighted the Algerian tragedy and 
the limits of the tout sécuritaire option (an entirely security-related response 
to the insurrection) that so-called éradicateurs (eradicators) within the state 
had pursued throughout the conflict. 

The intensity of the armed Islamist insurrection in the 1990s took Algeria’s 
security forces by surprise. The authorities never envisioned the remarkable 
degree of organization among the jihadist groups, or the significant resources 
available to them. The level of unrestrained destruction that the armed 
groups inflicted upon the state structures, personnel, intellectuals, journal-
ists, moderate Islamists, and the various strata of society was such that some 
spoke of the demise of the Algerian state.39  Out of fear of Islamist reprisals 
or other considerations, many foreign governments refused to assist Algerian 
authorities in the fight against terrorism.40  It was not until after the Septem-
ber 11, 2001 attacks that the international community mobilized to help the 
Algerian government in its fight against terrorism.  

At the peak of the insurgency in 1994-95, Algerian authorities realized that 
unless they mobilized all the resources at their disposal, including the civil-
ian population, they would fail to defeat armed Islamist groups. The police 
and gendarmerie services, though designed to defend a territory five times the 
size of France, were fewer in number than those in neighboring Morocco or 
tiny Tunisia. The public industrial sector and other state structures had little 
security.

Aware of the near-collapse of the state and its institutions, civilian and mili-
tary authorities took measures to safeguard the state. The first action was to 
remove elected Islamist officials from the municipalities and replace them 
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with state-appointed officials, because authorities feared they would provide 
logistical support for the insurgents. Armed Islamists eventually assassinated 
many of those replacements. The state also decided to arm thousands of peo-
ple, many of them unemployed youths, throughout the country to serve as 
auxiliary forces for regular troops. These security agents, known as gardes 
communaux, played a critical role in fighting Islamist insurgents.

To protect public infrastructures, the authorities forced companies to cre-
ate specially trained security services (known as the services de sûreté interne 
d’établissements) within those organizations. According to Algerian officials, 
within one year of their creation, the existence of such services reduced by 
75 percent the number of acts of sabotage against social and economic struc-
tures.41  The state also created the détachements de protection et de sûreté, bri-
gades entrusted with the protection of industrial plants. Because jihadists tar-
geted isolated villages and the suburbs of most cities, the authorities also set 
up the groupes de légitime défense (GLDs), which, though sometime deficient, 
did much to reduce terrorist attacks on innocent civilians.

Moreover, the government increased the size of the police force and provided 
new recruits with more efficient antiterrorist training, both in Algeria and 
abroad.42  The police force acquired some adapted equipment imported from 
the former Soviet bloc, South Africa, and elsewhere. The state also took mea-
sures to thwart the financing of the insurgency; it incorporated a series of 
decisions, notably “La lutte contre le blanchiment (LAB) et contre le finance-
ment du terrorisme (CFT),” into the 2003 Finance Act (Loi de Finance)43  to 
combat the funding of terrorist groups and money laundering. These laws 
allow authorities to trace the financial sources of the terrorist networks 
through numerous methods, from the freezing of suspicious assets and to the 
use of intelligence procedures to prevent suspicious financial operations.44  

Although the government did not take adequate political measures by bring-
ing the perpetrators to trial before they were pardoned, the Civil Concord, 
which garnered strong support in the September 1999 referendum, was 
rather successful since thousands of armed insurgents surrendered to the 
state authorities (although exact figures vary, depending on the source).45  
Subsequently, the 2005 Law on National Reconciliation offered clemency 
measures and/or pardon for those Islamist fighters who surrendered to the 
state. In October 2010, authorities declared that 7,500 armed insurgents had 
done so.46  Although relatively successful, the law elicited strong criticism 
as it did not seek justice against Islamists or members of security forces who 
committed crimes in the bloody decade of the 1990s; the fates of thousands 
of people reported missing remain unknown. 



12 World AlmAnAc of islAmism

Since September 11, 2001, Algeria has cooperated actively with the United 
States and European governments to fight terrorism. During the 1990s, 
these countries had refrained from assisting Algeria, arguing that Islamist 
insurgency was a domestic matter triggered by bad governance.47  However, 
merely a year after the September 11th attacks, the United States declared 
its willingness to supply Algeria with some of the weaponry needed to better 
combat terrorism.48  Since then, Algeria has become a strategic partner in 
U.S. counterterrorism efforts. 

The Algerian government likewise cooperates closely with the governments 
of countries in the Sahel, such as Mali and Niger. The most noteworthy pur-
suit is its participation in the U.S.-led Trans-Saharan Counter-Terrorism 
Partnership to fight terrorism in the Maghreb-Sahel region.49  Algeria has 
also sought to create a quasi-collective security community with the Sahel 
states, namely, Mali, Mauritania, and Niger, the so called “core countries,” in 
order to counter the terrorist threat in the region. Unfortunately, the fragility 
of those states undermined the potential for the General Staff Joint-Opera-
tions Committee (CEMOC) and the Algiers-based Joint-Intelligence Centre 
(CRC).50  

As of this writing, war is ongoing in northern Mali, and Algeria has played a 
small but significant role. It has allowed French warplanes to overfly its ter-
ritory to dislodge AQIM, the MUJAO and other groups, such as the Tuareg 
Ansar el Dine, from the cities they had occupied. It likewise has closed its 
long border with Mali, to prevent jihadists from fleeing the conflict and seek-
ing refuge on Algerian territory.



 AlgeriA 13

ENDNOTES
[1] “An Interview with the Chief of the Media Wing from the Salafist 
Group for Prayer and Combat,” Al-Faath Magazine 1, no. 1, Decem-
ber 2004, as cited in Evan F. Kohlmann, “Two Decades of Jihad in 
Algeria: the GIA, the GSPC, and Al-Qaida,” The NEFA Foundation, 
May 2007, 12, http://www.nefafoundation.org/miscellaneous/nefag-
spc0507.pdf.
[2] Ibid.
[3] Julia Ficatier, Amine Kadi, and Aurore Lartigue, “Al-Qaida 
au Maghreb islamique, de l’Algérie au Sahel, ” La Croix (Paris), 
July 26, 2010, http://www.la-croix.com/article/index.jsp?do-
cId=2433608&rubId=4077#.
[4] “An Interview With Abdelmalek Droukdal,” New York Times, July 
1, 2008, http://www.nytimes.com/2008/07/01/world/africa/01tran-
scriptdroukdal.html?scp=1&sq=droukdal&st=cse. 
[5] Ibid; Author’s interview with high-level Algerian national security 
official, Algiers, Algeria, September 2010.
[6] On the process of integration of the GSPC into al-Qaeda, see 
Mathieu Guidère, Al-Qaïda à la conquête du Maghreb— Le terrorisme 
aux portes de l’Europe (Monaco: Editions du Rocher, 2007).
[7] In September 2010, it was reported that 88 terrorists had been killed 
from January to August 2010. See Neila B., “88 terroristes dont 13 
“émirs’ éliminés en 8 mois,” Liberté (Algiers), September 5, 2010. 
[8] See United States Department of State, Office of the Coordina-
tor for Counterterrorism, Country Reports on Terrorism 2009 (Wash-
ington, DC: U.S. Department of State, 2010), 115. Those attacks 
resulted in the deaths of two security guards in March, 18 officers in 
June, and seven security guards in October, while the attack in August 
injured 25 people, including 4 police officers. It should be noted that 
these attacks result in significant loss of life and injury among civilians 
as well. 
[9] Ikram Ghioua, “Les salafistes, les cybers et l’endoctrinement, ” L’Ex-
pression (Algiers), November 7, 2007.
[10] Madjid T. “Le groupe terroriste manipule les adolescents pour leur 
recrutement à 13 ans, dans les maquis du GSPC,” Liberté (Algeirs), 
March 8, 2008, 3; See also Amel Boubekeur, “Salafism and Radical 
Politics in Post Conflict Algeria,” Carnegie Endowment for Interna-
tional Peace Carnegie Paper no. 11, September 2008, http://www.carn-
egieendowment.org/files/salafism_radical_politics_algeria.pdf.
[11] For a detailed account, see Madjid T. “Attentats terroristes: 2009 
l’année la moins meurtrière,” Liberté (Algeirs), December 29, 2009, 
http://www.liberte-algerie.com/edit.php?id=127655.   
[12] United States Department of State, Office of the Coordinator for 
Counterterrorism, Country Reports on Terrorism 2008 (Washington, 



14 World AlmAnAc of islAmism

DC: U.S. Department of State, 2009), 112.
[13] United States Department of State, Office of the Coordinator for 
Counterterrorism, Country Reports on Terrorism 2007 (Washington, 
DC: U.S. Department of State, 2008), 104.
[14] Farid Belgacem, “Situation sécuritaire: 175 attentats terror-
istes enregistrés en 2012, ” Liberté, December 5, 2012, http://www.
liberte-algerie.com/actualite/175-attentats-terroristes-enregis-
tres-en-2012-situation-securitaire-190081. 
[15] Walid Ramzy, “ Algerian army kills Droukdel deputy,” Maghare-
bia, November 20, 2012, http://www.magharebia.com/cocoon/awi/
xhtml1/en_GB/features/awi/features/2012/11/20/feature-01.
[16] “Trois otages enlevés en Algérie libérés au Mali,” Libération (Paris), 
July 19, 2012, http://www.liberation.fr/monde/2012/07/19/trois-
otages-enleves-en-algerie-liberes-au-mali_834259. 
[17] B. Naila and Hakim Benyahia, “Le retrait de l’organisation d’Al 
Afghani …un retrait tactique ou bien une fuite?” Echorouk (Algiers), 
August 16, 2009, http://www.echoroukonline.com/fra/index.
php?news=4801&print.[18] Author’s interviews with security offi-
cials, Algiers, Algeria, September 2010. 
[19] “Spanish Hostages Freed by Al Qaeda Return Home,” France 24, 
August 24, 2010, http://www.france24.com/en/20100824-spanish-
hostages-freed-al-qaeda-return-home-mali-mauritania-aqmi
[20] See Diogo Noivo, “AQIM’s Hostage Taking and the Ransom 
Dilemma,” Institute of International Relations and Security IPRIS 
Viewpoints no. 21, October 2010. 
[21] “Former US Ambassador Says France Indirectly Paid Islamist Mili-
tants” VOA News, February 8, 2013, available at: http://www.voanews.
com/content/former-us-ambassador-says-france-indirectly-paid-isla-
mist-militants/1599726.html. 
[22] See “Selon le Directeur du CAERT, La situation au Mali men-
ace la stabilité des pays voisins,” Le Soir d’Algérie, April 10, 2012, 
http://www.lesoirdalgerie.com/articles/2012/04/10/article.
php?sid=132706&cid=2. [23] Nicholas Kulish, “Militants’ Goal in 
Algeria Gas Plant Siege: Giant Fireball,” New York Times, February 
2, 2013, available at: http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/03/world/
africa/hostage-accounts-detail-events-at-saharan-gas-plant.html?page-
wanted=all&pagewanted=print. 
[24] Madjid T. “Attentats terroristes: 2009 l’année la moins meurtrière,” 
Liberté (Algiers), December 29, 2009, http://www.liberte-algerie.com/
edit.php?id=127655. 
[25] Mohamed Mokeddem. Al-Qaïda au Maghreb islamique-Contre-
bande au nom de l’islam (Algiers: Casbah Editions, 2010), esp. 37-68.
[26] United Nations Office of Drugs and Crime, “Security Coun-
cil Debates ‘Devastating Impact’ of Drug Trafficking,” December 9, 
2009, http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/frontpage/2009/December/



 AlgeriA 15

security-council-debates-devastating-impact-of-drug-trafficking.html. 
[27] “Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb and the Africa-to-Europe Nar-
co-Trafficking Connection,” Jamestown Foundation Terrorism Mon-
itor 8, iss. 43, November 24, 2010, http://www.jamestown.org/sin-
gle/?no_cache=1&tx_ttnews[tt_news]=37207. 
[28] See, for instance, Statement of Senator Russ Feingold, statement 
before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee Subcommittee on 
African Affairs, June 23, 2009, http://feingold.senate.gov/record.
cfm?id=314885; See, also, Assistant Secretary of State for African 
Affairs Johnnie Carson, testimony before the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee Subcommittee on African Affairs, June 23, 2009, http://
foreign.senate.gov/testimony/2009/CarsonTestimony090623a.pdf.
[28] For detailed treatment of de-radicalization in Algeria, see, Omar 
Ashour, The De-Radicalization of Jihadists-Transforming Islamist Move-
ments (London & New York: Routledge, 2009), 110-135; see, also, 
Zine Mohamed Barka, “The Causes of Radicalization in Algeria,” and 
George Joffé, “Trajectories of Radicalization, Algeria 1989-1999,” 
both chapters in George Joffé, ed., Islamist Radicalization in North 
Africa-Politics and Process (London & New York: Routledge, 2012).
[29] See Yahia H. Zoubir, “Qaddafi’s Spawn: What the Dictator’s 
Demise Unleashed in the Middle East,” Foreign Affairs, July 24,  2012, 
http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/137796/yahia-h-zoubir/qadd-
afis-spawn.[30] In 2009, AQIM ambushes led to a death toll of 120 
among security forces, who began carrying out major and effective 
counter-offensives against AQIM troops and support networks, lead-
ing to a reduction of AQIM attacks.
[31] Brahim Takheroubt, “L’ANP fait saigner Al Qaîda,” L’Expression 
(Algiers), January 3, 2013, http://www.lexpressiondz.com/actu-
alite/166638-l-anp-fait-saigner-al-qaida.html. 
[32] Yahia H. Zoubir, “Islamist Political Parties in Contemporary Alge-
ria,” in Ibrahim M. Abu-Rabi’, ed., The Contemporary Arab Reader 
on Political Islam (London: Pluto Press/University of Alberta Press, 
2010).
[33] Yahia H. Zoubir and Ahmed Aghrout, “Algeria’s Path to Reform: 
Authentic Change?” Middle East Policy XIX, no. 2 (Summer 2012), 
66-83.
[34] For a detailed analysis, see Yahia H. Zoubir and Louisa Dris-Aït-
Hamadouche, “L’islamisme en Algérie: institutionnalisation du poli-
tique et déclin du militaire,” Maghreb-Machrek no. 188 (Summer 
2006), 63-86.
[35] Louisa Aït-Hamadouche and Yahia H. Zoubir, “The Fate of Polit-
ical Islam in Algeria,” in Bruce Maddy-Weitzman and Daniel Zisen-
wine, eds., The Maghrib in the New Century-Identity, Religion, and Pol-
itics (Gainesville: University of Florida Press, 2007), 103-131.
[36] Rachid Tlemçani, “Les islamistes échappent aujourd’hui à tout con-



16 World AlmAnAc of islAmism

trôle institutionnel ou partisan,” El Watan (Algiers), April, 23, 2009, 
http://www.elwatan.com/Les-islamistes-echappent-aujourd. 
[37] The results are available in “Elections locales : le ministère algérien 
de l’Intérieur rend public les résultats de chaque parti,” SIWEL, 
December 1, 2012, http://www.siwel.info/Elections-locales-le-minis-
tere-algerien-de-l-Interieur-rend-public-les-resultats-de-chaque-parti_
a4325.html. 
[38] See Louisa Dris-Aït-Hamadouche, “Régime et islamistes en Algérie: 
un échange politique asymétrique?” Maghreb-Machrek (Paris) no. 200 
(Summer 2009), 43.
[39] Graham Fuller, Algeria: The Next Fundamentalist State? (Santa Bar-
bara: RAND, 1996).
[40] Hakim Darbouche and Yahia H. Zoubir, “The Algerian Crisis in 
European and US Foreign Policies: A Hindsight Analysis,” Journal of 
North African Studies 14, 1 (March 2009):33–55.
[41] Yahia H. Zoubir and Louisa Aït-Hamadouche, “Penal Reform in 
Algeria,” in Chris Ferguson and Jeffrey O. Isima, eds., Providing Secu-
rity for People: Enhancing Security through Police, Justice and Intelligence 
Reform in Africa (London: Global Facilitation Network for Security 
Sector Reform, 2004), 75-84.
[42] Ibid.
[43] Abbas Aït-Hamlat, “Terrorisme au Maghreb-Al-Qaîda menace 
et l’UE resserre l’étau, ” L’Expression (Algiers), September 24, 2008, 
http://www.lexpressiondz.com/article/2/2008-09-24/56544.html. 
[44] See “Lutte contre le financement du terrorisme et le blanchiment 
d’argent. La fin du secret bancaire pour l’argent suspect,” Le Quoti-
dien d’Oran, January 8, 2003; See also Algeria’s National Report, 
“Mise en œuvre de la Résolution 1373 (2001) Adoptée par le Conseil 
de Sécurité des Nations-Unies le 28 septembre 2001,” which describes 
at length the actions taken by the Algerian government to implement 
UN Resolution 1373 on terrorism. See also Yazid F. “Algérie: Le Gou-
vernement durcit la législation sur les changes, ” Ministère de l’Econo-
mie et des Finances, Cellule nationale du traitement des informations 
financières, September 13, 2010, http://www.centif.ci/news.php?id_
news=67. 
[45] See, for example, “Interview, Le général de corps d’armée Mohamed 
Lamari, Chef d’état-major de l’Armée nationale populaire (ANP) 
algérienne,” Le Point (Paris) no. 1583, January 17, 2003, 44-45.
[46] Souhil B. “Bilan de la réconciliation nationale-7500 terroristes ont 
bénéficié des dispositions de la charte,” El Watan (Algiers), October 4, 
2010, http://www.elwatan.com/actualite/7500-terroristes-ont-benefi-
cie-des-dispositions-de-la-charte-04-10-2010-93047_109.php.
[47] Hakim Darbouche and Yahia H. Zoubir, “The Algerian Crisis in 
European and US Foreign Policies: A Hindsight Analysis,” in Fran-
cesco Cavatorta and Vincent Durac, eds., The Foreign Policies of the 



 AlgeriA 17

United States the European Union in the Middle East (New York: Rout-
ledge, 2009), 32-54.
[48] “The United States and Algeria: Hostility, Pragmatism, and Partner-
ship,” in Robert Looney, ed., Handbook on US Middle East Relations 
(London & New York: Routledge, 2009), 219-236.
[49] Yahia H. Zoubir, “The United States and Maghreb-Sahel Security,” 
International Affairs 85, no. 5 (Fall 2009), 977-995.
[50] Yahia H. Zoubir, “The Sahara-Sahel Quagmire: Regional and Inter-
national Ramifications,” Mediterranean Politics, 17:3 (November 
2012), 452-458.


